
3 – In the Beginning, GOD!

Before you meet with your study buddy……

Read Genesis 12-20:18 for yourself to keep the flow going between each monthly study. It seems

like a lot, but since it is a narrative about God’s relationship with Abram/Abraham, you will be

enthralled and will sure to keep your attention! Read a chapter a day, or however works best for you

and your schedule! For today, we will focus on chapters 12-14. (For those who like to write,

summarize each chapter in a sentence or two!)

Study Buddy Study

Today we meet Abram; a man of faith but also marked with repeated failures. This study will

consider God’s call to Abram. This sets the stage for Abram’s descendants-the origins of the nation

of Israel. We will also consider how our patient God deals with Abram’s failures and his messy,

dysfunctional family to redeem humanity in His chosen way! (Keep in mind while you study: Who is

God? Who are we? Where is Christ in all of this?)

1. Read Genesis 12:1-4, Hebrews 11:8-10, Galatians 3:7-9. What did God promise He would do

for and through Abram? What do we learn from Abram’s response to God? Reflection: What

promises do you need to hold onto as you seek to obey God through His word?

2. Read Genesis 12:10-20 What do we learn about Abram in this passage? How has God protected

Sarai in this situation? Reflection: Is there a time when God preserved and protected you despite

your own or others’ foolish, stupid, fearful or dishonest behaviour? Share with your study buddy.

3. Read Genesis 13: 5-18 What problem did Abram and Lot have? How did Abram resolve the

problem? Where did Lot choose to settle? God reiterates his promise to Abram. How is this repeated

promise (Genesis 12:1-2) significant to Abram at this point? Reflection: How does this passage

encourage and teach you in YOUR journey with God?

4. Read Genesis 14:17-20; Hebrews 7:1-3, 15-22 (‘Salem’ has been considered another name for

Jerusalem) Melchizedek, the King of Jerusalem at the time of Abram, was also a priest of God Most

High-the very God who called Abram. This figure came out of nowhere it seems! To be a king AND

a priest was unheard of at this time in history. But when they met, Abram acknowledges

Melchizedek with a tithe from the booty from his military victory. What does scripture say of

Melchizedek’s significance? Where is Jesus Christ in all of this? Reflection: Praise God for the

Ancient Words, ever true, and how they all bring together His rescue plan which points us to Christ!

Give thanks and pray:

Thank God for his faithfulness to His promises to save us from sin, death and judgement.

Thank God for the times He has preserved and protected you despite your own and other

people’s sin.

Ask God for strength and faith to obey God’s call as we grow and serve Him in sharing the

good news of Jesus Christ our Lord.


