
LIFEGROUP NOTES: JOHN 2:23 – 3:21 

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your 
group. Don’t feel you have to use everything. 

Read John 2:23 – 3:21 and discuss:

1. See Jn 2:23-24: They believed in Jesus because of the signs (miracles), 
but Jesus (literal translation) didn’t “believe” in them.” What’s wrong 
with following Jesus simply for the miracles He can perform? 

2. What kind of person was Nicodemus (3:1)? What had impressed him 
about Jesus (v.2)? Moral, upright, impressed by Jesus’ miracles … why 
would someone like Nicodemus need to be born again (v.3)?

3. See John 3:19-20: What do these verses tell us about humanity’s 
natural condition? How does this help us to understand why it’s 
impossible to see (v.3) or enter (v.5) the kingdom of God without new 
birth?

4. Now look up Ezekiel 36:25-27. What does God promise to do in order to
create a people for Himself? How do these verses help to explain Jesus’
response to Nicodemus in John 3:3-8? 

5. How does the new birth happen (vv.6-8)?

6. Read Numbers 21:4-9. What is going on in this Old Testament story? 
What parallel does Jesus make by using this story Jn 3:14-15? What 
does Jesus mean when he talks about “being lifted up” (see Jn 8:28 and
12:31-34)?

7. See Jn 3:16-17. How do these verses sum up the message of the 
gospel? How does the death of Jesus for our salvation fulfil the story of 
Numbers 21:4-9 and make possible the new heart spoken of in Ezekiel 
36:25-27?

8. Sum up the message of Jesus to Nicodemus from this passage. How 
have you responded to His message?

In Conclusion

 Remember that the aim of John’s gospel is “that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in His name” (20:31). How has this passage added to your 
understanding of who Jesus is and what He came to do? Pray in the 
light of this.
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