
LIFEGROUP NOTES: JOHN 8:37-59 

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel 
you have to use everything. 

Read John 8:37-59 and discuss:

1. See vv.39-40. Why does Jesus say that his opponents are not really Abraham’s 
children? Why did they think they were? Where in your life does your behaviour 
contradict the claims you make?

2. See vv.41-42. They also claimed God as their Father. How did their behaviour show
otherwise? Why is love for Jesus the fundamental test of our relationship with 
God?

3. See v.44. What do Satan’s children do? Do Satan’s followers generally worship and 
acknowledge him directly? What does this show about Satan’s normal strategy 
(remember he is a master of deception)?

4. What is the key indicator in your life of who your father is, spiritually speaking?  
What do the actions and the desires of your life say about your true father?

5. What do you think Jesus means when He says in v.51, “Very truly I tell you, 
whoever obeys my word will never see death?” Do you believe what Jesus says 
here? Why? What difference does this promise make to your life today?

6. What are the two clear tests Jesus gives us by which we can know that we really 
are God’s children (see v.42 and v.47)? Notice that “hears what God says” in v.47 
equals “obeys Jesus’ word” in v.51. Why don’t “loving Jesus” and “obeying Jesus” 
come naturally to us (look back to v.34). Why then is loving obedience to Jesus 
such clear evidence that God has changed our hearts and made us His children?

In Conclusion

 Where have you been challenged by this study? What has encouraged you? Pray 
about your response to Jesus’ teaching. 
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