
LIFEGROUP NOTES: JOHN 9:1-41 

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel 
you have to use everything. 

Read John 9:1-41 and discuss:

1. People consider physical blindness a severe disability, but how do we view 
spiritual blindness? Do we treat it even more seriously, or less? Why? With what 
consequences?

2. What does Jesus say about assuming that someone’s suffering is a direct 
punishment from God (vv.1-3)? What light does this shed on the idea of “bad 
karma”?

3. As you trace the Pharisees’ reaction in vv.13-41, what are the indications that by 
rejecting Jesus they move deeper and deeper into the darkness? By contrast, trace
how the healed man grows in his commitment to Jesus. What can we learn from 
this about how we should respond to Jesus? What happens when we turn away 
from His light? What happens as we follow the light we have?

4. What is the man’s testimony in v.25? How is this confirmed spiritually as well as 
physically by vv.35-38? 

5. In vv.18-23 we see that the man’s parents were fearful – why? Then in vv.24-33 
their son displayed great courage – what do you think made the difference? Are 
you more concerned to be accepted by people or to please God? How can we help
each other to be more bold in our witness to Jesus?

6. Have you ever had an experience where people have attacked you because of 
your witness to Jesus? Remembering what Jesus did for the man born blind after 
he was rejected (vv35-38), how did Jesus strengthen you when others rejected 
you? 

7.  See vv.39-41. Do YOU see? What’s the evidence? In what practical ways is v.38 
expressed in your life?

In Conclusion

 Where have you been challenged by this study? What has encouraged you? Pray 
about your response to Jesus’ teaching. 
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