
LIFEGROUP NOTES: MATTHEW 11:1-15 

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel you have 
to use everything. 

Introduction:

1. What were your expectations of the Christian life when you first began it? Where did those 
expectations come from? 

Read Matthew 11:1-15 and discuss:

2. What was John’s expectation of Jesus, according to Mt 3:11-12? Yet what sort of ministry did 
Jesus carry out (Mt 11:4-5)? Notice, however, that Jesus does expect to be the judge of all at 
the end of history (Mt 25:31-32). That is why he says to John, “Blessed is the one who does not 
fall away on account of me” (Mt 11:6), meaning, “Don’t quit! I really am the Messiah.” When, 
in your own experience, do you need this reassurance from our Lord? 

3. Notice how Jesus responds to John’s doubts in vv.4-5: He doesn’t simply tell John to try harder 
to believe; He gives John evidence. Why? What does this tell us about what faith really is – and 
what it isn’t?

4. Centuries earlier, God said through the prophet Malachi that He would send a messenger, a 
second Elijah, to announce God’s coming to His people. So what is Jesus now saying about John
and therefore about Himself in vv.10 and 14 (compare Malachi 3:1 and 4:5)?

5. See v.11: John was the greatest up to that time because he bore the clearest witness to Jesus – 
and the least Christian can bear a clearer witness still because we live this side of the cross and 
resurrection. But if true greatness is measured by our relationship to Jesus, what does this tell 
us about Jesus’ identity – and His uniqueness?

6. Read Mt 14:1-12 to discover what happened to John. The fact that his disciples went to Jesus 
with the news suggests that John had encouraged them to go on believing that Jesus really was
the Messiah. Are you learning, like John, to trust Jesus when He does not do what you 
expected or what you initially hoped for? Where do you most need this trust in your present 
situation? How might you develop such trust?

In Conclusion

 Try to sum up what you have learned from this passage that can help you to press on in the 
Christian life. Prayerfully apply what you have learned to any perplexing or discouraging 
situation you are currently facing. 
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