
1 Corinthians 3: Growing God’s church.

Intro:

The corinthians are convinced that what they need more than anything is wisdom… they want to be wise… 
In once sense their right… but their understanding of what wisdom is has become a bit messed up… we’ve heard Paul last week challenging them to stop looking to the Jewish or Greek understandings of wisdom - for the big show or the clever rhetoric… and to start looking to God for his wisdom instead. 

Look at vv1-3 - what concerns does he have for the Corinthian church if they won’t listen to him? What damage is their pursuit for human wisdom doing them?

(stopping them growing up)
(immaturity causing jealousy and quarrels)

Look at v4 - what do you think Paul means when he calls them “mere human beings” (v3 AND v4)? What does that tell us about our potential and the potential of the church if we’ll accept God’s wisdom?

(in Christ, and through Christ we become more than “mere human beings” - we become the church of Christ - saved and sanctified)

So this pursuit of Godly wisdom is a great thing… how do we pursue it rightly - how do we avoid falling into the errors of the church in Corinth?

Paul gives us two pictures… and I want us to look at each of them this morning in turn and hold them up against our church here at COTG, and ask how we’re doing - whether this is what we believe, and whether it’s what we practise.

Two pictures. The field. And the building.

1. The field.

Picture the field. It’s January, so it’s probably a large square of mud… but come the right moment, the farmer will be out there… there are jobs to do… prepare the soil, plant the seeds, make sure the crops get enough water… put on the weed killer and fertiliser… 
Those jobs all need doing… Without those jobs being done the crop won’t flourish… But notice that the most important task of all wasn’t on that list.
At no point did I say : Make the seed grow.
And yet without that there’s very little point the farmer turning up at all. In fact, he might as well give up farming crops, because the muddy square’s going to stay a muddy square… just a nicely prepared one with seeds rotting away just under the surface.

No. Farmers with many generations of history in their family and science and technology behind them still can’t make a seed actually grow.

Read vv5-8

It strikes me there are three points being made here.

God’s people grow. - not physically, but spiritually.
Those growing people are God’s people.
And only God can make those people grow.

But what are the implications of those realities?

Let’s start with God’s people grow. The alternative being that God’s people DON’T grow.

Do we expect to be growing ourselves? Do we expect those around us to grow?

Are we trying to make people grow? Or have we recognised that only God can do that? (equivalent of peeling the outer coating off a seed to pull the plant out)…

When we see people grow, do we take the credit for that? Or do we recognise that God has done that? (Is the glory something we expect for ourselves as the labourers in the field?) 

How does it free us to know that we are not responsible for making people grow - God does that - we are simply the labourers?
(Note: v8 - we will be rewarded by God for our labours… but are we looking to people for our reward?)

Look at v7 - what does it say about how we pick a preacher / a church? About how we view other church who are doing similar things to us… 

If the preacher is preaching the gospel, then who they are is irrelevant.

This is a call to unity for all people who are truly seeking Christ.

Paul turns from his picture of a field being farmer, to a building being built… 

“9 For we are fellow workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.”

2. The Building

Look at v10

How has Paul laid the foundations of the church in Corinth?

By God’s grace.

Notice that the statement, “and someone else builds on it” is also covered by that same statement.  Because NO-ONE builds the church up apart from God’s grace. How do we know that? Because the church IS the people, and GOD makes us grow. Apart from God we CANNOT grow in spiritual maturity.

Let me ask another question.

Who out of us ought to be the builders here?

All of us.

Then Paul gives a warning. Each and everyone who would be a part of building the church of God - and that is every one of us - needs to build with care.

Look at v11:

What or who is the foundation upon which we build the church?

Jesus Christ

So when Paul says build with care, what’s he actually saying?
Make sure you build on the foundation of Jesus.

Remember the parable of the wise man who builds his house on solid rock, and the foolish man who builds his life on sand. (Matthew 7:24-27)

That’s what we’re talking about here… Notice that the house isn’t a personal individual house… but a house that we are building with one another - a house in which we all dwell… 

Look at v16

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives among you?

Well, then. As we seek to build one another up at COTG, how can we make sure that we build God’s church on solid foundations?

Build on Christ. The gospel. Stick close to his word. Refuse to be parted from it.

Now, the ways we build will differ, because we are each different, and God has given us different gifts… 

12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw

But what will be true for each one of us, is that the quality of our work will one day be revealed.

Notice the capital D on Day in v13

On the Day - the Day of Judgment when Christ comes to judge the living and the dead… on that day, this creation will cease to be, and everything that is not of eternal significance will be destroyed.

Including all the building we’ve done that was shoddy, it’ll be destroyed along with the rest… but if we’ve built well, it’ll stand for eternity.

What does that mean? What does quality building look like? Look at v11 again, and v3 and 4 , and Read Colossians 2:6-7

We are seeking to point people to Christ in order that they might become more than mere humans, but humans trusting in and living for Christ… 

Col 2:6-7 “6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.”

When we realise that we’re building on the foundations of Christ - that we’re laying blocks in the temple of God… it’s a massive responsibility isn’t it… a huge privilege… And it brings a solemn warning from God… 

Look at vv16-17

Does it change the way we think about church on a Sunday, the WhatsApp prayer group, LIFE groups, conversations with other Christians, our day to day lives, to know that not only does God provide the foundation for his church, but will actively protect and secure it. Actively protect and secure US?

Conclude:

God makes us grow. 
God provides the bedrock for the church, and protects it as it grows.
God is building us into something far more than “merely human” - a people rooted and established in his love. His holy temple. His dwelling place.

Our task is to seek to play OUR part the very best we can… Not to play his part. Or to do the bare minimum, but to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and trust him to do the rest. That’s true wisdom.

Let’s plant, seed, and water.
