
LIFEGROUP NOTES: JOHN 21:1-14

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel you have 
to use everything.

Please read John 21:1-14

For discussion:

1. See v.3: What did the disciples do, and with what result? When have you given your all and 
seen no result? How did you feel? Why does God allow us sometimes to experience emptiness 
and failure?

2. See vv.4-6: Is Jesus simply teaching us a better fishing technique, or is there something deeper 
here? What does Jesus want us to learn, not just about ourselves, but more importantly, about 
Him?

3. Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). Do you really believe this? What does
your prayer-life suggest? Where, in practice, do you tackle life without seeking the Lord’s help? 
How can we encourage one another to develop the habit of leaning on Jesus in every 
situation?

4. What does Jesus reveal about God’s heart for us when He invites to breakfast those disciples 
who had deserted Him? Where in your life are you conscious of having failed Jesus? How can 
we help each other to remember that Jesus invites us to dine with Him … and that He longs to 
restore us? How are you responding to His call to “Come and have breakfast” (v.12)?

5. How does this passage help you to see how much we need our Lord – and how much our Lord 
loves us and continues to meet our needs? Where in your life do you need this confidence 
today?

In Conclusion: 

 Confess to God any areas of failure or self-reliance this passage has brought to mind. Praise 
God for the all-sufficient Saviour He has given us in Jesus. Respond in worship and prayer to His
invitation to “Come and have breakfast.”
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