
LIFEGROUP NOTES: 2TIMOTHY 2:14-26

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel you have 
to use everything.

Please read 2Tim 2:14-26

Introduction:

1. Have you ever experienced a bad worker doing a botched job? With what consequences?

For discussion:

2. See v.15: If a Bible teacher is to be approved by God, what does he or she need to do? What 
does correctly handling the word of truth involve? What do you think is your own responsibility
in doing your best to learn to handle the word of truth correctly? What are you doing about it?

3. Gospel work involves teaching “the word of truth” (v.15) while avoiding “quarrelling about 
words” (v.14), “godless chatter” (v.16), and teaching that’s as deadly as “gangrene” (v.17). How 
can we tell good teaching from bad? How can we guard each other from things that are 
unhelpful?

4. Usefulness in God’s service requires godliness as well as gifting (vv.20-21). “Those who cleanse 
themselves ...” - are there areas of your life where you’ve become comfortable with sin? What 
would it look like for you to give your life a spring clean? How can we help one another to “flee 
evil desires ...” (v.22)?

5. V.22 reminds us that godliness is not just fleeing certain things – it also involves pursuing 
virtue: “pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace ...”. In what ways are you pursuing these 
things – or have you become casual in the Christian life so there’s nothing you pursue?

6. Why does the Lord’s servant need to be the kind of person described in v.24? What happens if 
we forget this? How does the gospel help us to let go of resentment?

In Conclusion: Prayerfully reflect on three exhortations:
 v.15: “Do your best” - not “You must be infallible.” 
 v.21 “Those who cleanse themselves” - not “Those who never get dirty.” 
 v.22 “pursue” - not “You must have achieved these things already.”

We haven’t yet arrived – but pray that we may all be making progress.
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