
LIFEGROUP NOTES: 2TIMOTHY 3:1-17

As ever, please use (or discard!) these ideas as is most suitable for your group. Don’t feel you have 
to use everything.

Please read 2Tim 3:1-17

For discussion:

1. Read vv.1-5: What do these people love? What don’t they love? What impact does this have on
their behaviour? Where do you see the outworking of this is our world?

2. Look again at v.5: Why is it so easy to become a hypocrite? What is the “power” these people 
lack (see 1:7-8)? How can we prevent our faith from degenerating into “a form of godliness” 
without the power? 

3. See vv.10-12: How does a failure to accept the inevitability of persecution hinder our witness? 
How is this working out in your life? How can we help one another to be true to Christ, 
whatever the cost?

4. See v.16: What does the term “God-breathed” tell us about the source and authority of 
Scripture? Why is this important? How does Scripture’s authority function in your life – 
truthfully?

5. See vv.16-17: In what ways is Scripture “useful” in equipping us for every good work? Apply this
fourfold grid (“teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”) to this chapter 
you’ve been studying:
 What truth(s) has 2Tim 3 taught you?
 Where has it “rebuked” you – i.e., exposed wrong ways of thinking that come naturally to 

us?
 Where has it corrected you, i.e., re-set your thinking with the mind of Christ?
 How has it “trained” you, i.e. shown you how to grow as a Christian?

6. We’ve all had times when we’ve read Scripture without really engaging with it. No wonder we 
find it unprofitable and soon give up! Think how you might grow as a Christian if you daily fed 
on God’s word using this biblical grid … asking each day, “How does the passage I’m reading 
teach me? Rebuke me? Correct me? Train me in righteousness?” How can we help each other 
develop the habit of doing this?

In Conclusion: 

 How is your Bible-input at the moment? Prayerfully commit to feeding regularly on God’s word,
and living under its wise and kindly authority.
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