
Psalm 88

Dan's sermon on Sunday was very thought-provoking and relevant - and faced a few 
things we tend to choose not to look at too closely.’

We thought our group wouldn't benefit from a deep exploration of despair and
misery! - but that we could perhaps pick up on the psalm and the sermon
slightly differently......... 

You could take Psalm 88 in your own direction. For example, looking at the
way that our circumstances are changeable and unpredictable, but God is not.

Questions that could arise might include stuff like -

1. How do we pray when we face tough times? (From the psalm, we pray
honestly, taking what's in our heart unfiltered to God; we keep on praying
and don't give up. From scriptures like Hebrews 4: 14-16, we pray knowing
that the Lord empathises with whatever we're going through.)

2. How do we cope with the idea that God is angry with us? V. 7. One
could possibly explore how Hebrews 12: 5-11 with Romans 8: 1 fit together. 

3. Where do we find hope when we can't see much hope in our
circumstances? i.e. How do we praise God in the darkness, as scripture tells
us to? ("Give thanks in all circumstances") What can we praise God for/
where do we focus our praise in bad times? (I'm thinking that the psalmist
clearly had no expectation of life beyond death - v 10-12 clearly and
repeatedly invites the answer "No" - but our perspective as followers of a
risen saviour is obviously very different.)

4. How can we know and experience God's love when our world is
collapsing? Dan had a nice quote, "God's silence is not the same as God's
absence". There are scriptures that point to the Holy Spirit in this
context (Romans 5: 5, for instance?). And might it be helpful to conclude
the discussion simply by having Psalm 139: 1-12 read?
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