
Revelation 21-22 : Home.

What a journey it’s been as we’ve worked through Revelation.
We started with Christ. Christ, walking amongst his churches… 
We’ve looked again and again, through different camera angles at the end times - the time between Christ’s first coming, when he died and rose again, and his second coming, when he comes to judge the living and the dead..
We’ve looked over the shoulder of the early church in Asia Minor as God’s encouraged them… 
He began by showing them their outward circumstances… 
Keep going - your circumstances are tough - you face power and persuasion… persecution even… perhaps even death… but Christ is greater… even than death.
He went on to show them the spiritual circumstances beneath the outwardly visible.
The battle of temptations and Satan’s work through the deception, lies, temptations…. power and propaganda used to persuade people that following Christ is too hard… that following the world will bring greater reward - more immediate reward… 
And again he reminded us that Christ is greater… and that he hears the prayers of the church… that one day we will be gathered together with him in glory… that none of his people will be lost.

And then God revealed the great cosmic battle raging between Satan and God… a battle where God’s people come under attack precisely because they stand for God… a battle in which no-one is a bystander… a battle between those who are God’s, and everyone else who is not.
God revealed the ploys of Satan through empires, ideologies, cultures, mind-sets each of which are manifestations of Babylon - that city that symbolises every power that promises what can only be found in God, and in doing so draws people away from Him… 
And he revealed his response to Babylon… that one day she will fall… every empire and idea will come to an end, no matter how firm they may seem at the time… Satan, the beast, the prostitute - power and propaganda will end.

But what of God’s people… if Babylon will fall on that great day of judgment - what plan does God have for his people who hold fast? 
If we truly are strangers in a foreign land, then where IS home?

John is writing his final words from God, and the subject is precisely that… Where is HOME for Christians?
In a world full of hurt and famine and grief and death and sickness and violence… WHERE IS HOME?


Chapters 21 and 22 are in five sections...  a mix of description and instruction… 
Here’s what the future holds for believers… so here’s how you ought to respond in the meantime… 

The first section is a description of the new heaven and earth… 
Then there’s a call to action - instruction
The third and fourth sections describe the new heavens and earth in more detail - 
Finally, there’s more instruction on how to live as each day takes us closer to home.

So let’s look at each in order… 

Section 1: Description: A new heaven and a new earth. (21:1-4)

Then I saw! says John. 
As so often in Revelation we get a stream of symbolism… 
Here is a new heaven and a new earth - And what is the earth at its most fundamental? A place to exist…  Here is a new place to exist… Whether the word new stands for an entirely new creation or a renewed creation is debated by theologians, but the ultimate sense is the same… here is a place to be. And it’s fundamentally changed… how fundamentally begins to become clear… Where the old earth was broken, battered, misused - the new earth “no longer [has] any sea” (21:1)
Remember that the sea is a symbol of chaos - so where the old earth is full of chaos - here is a world utterly in order and under control… a world in rhythm with God, rather than at odds with Him.
And as John looks at this world in step with God, he sees a city… described three ways in v2… 
* The Holy City.
* The New Jerusalem
* A Bride, beautifully dressed for her husband.
And we’re told in v4 that this city is a city ready to be filled… a city that is the dwelling place for God’s people… but not only for God’s people… this is the Holy City - the New Jerusalem - the city where God dwells among his people. and that is precisely what God will do (v3)
And as God dwells with his people, in this city on earth that is in step with God, so (v4) all death, mourning, crying, pain will be things of the past… of an old order… never to be repeated. 
What a beautiful picture it is… that as God’s people - who have lived in this broken world, gather in heaven - as they cross the mat saying WELCOME HOME - and take off their shoes, because they’re in, now…. God will be there, ready to gently wipe every tear from our eyes… To take away every sorrow… To bring us to absolute peace. Peace that will never be disturbed again. I’m not saying quietness… but a stillness of the soul that comes from knowing we are home. We are right with God. We are free to enjoy him forever. Free from temptation. Free from threat. It is entirely well with our souls.

What a place… and as we try and take in how glorious that home is… God says: Right - you’ve seen where you’re headed…. here’s what it means for you today… 

Section 2: Call to action: Don’t miss out! (21:5-8)

These are important words… Trustworthy and true, they are not words to be ignored.
”I’m making everything new!” says God. I was there before creation, and I’ll be here into eternity. 
What’s more - I’ve completed what I set out to do… 
“It is done” echoes the words of Christ on the cross, just before he dies, when he says “It is finished”… and now God’s going to present us with a choice that is only possible because Jesus died for our sins… 

So listen up, and make sure you don’t miss out.

Then God presents us with the choice. A binary choice. Either, Or. There’s no in between. 

To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. 

That’s choice 1. Repent and believe in Jesus Christ - the living water…  for your salvation, and you the heavenly city IS your home. But more than simply take up a home in a big city - did you spot God saying “they will be my children” - this is about being part of the family… When we arrive home, it will be the family home.

Choice 2….
8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

The alternative is to reject Jesus - and then his death on the cross will have no benefit for you.
The point here isn’t that these people are those who fit into the list… the point is that because these people rejected the living water, they still bear those names in the place of “child of God”… 
Where living water could save, such people choose to go without.

The choice is stark.
And having asked, God reveals more of what the family home looks like…

Sections 3 and 4: Description: The family home in more detail (21:9-26, 22:1-5)

Sections 3 and 4 build up a more detailed insight into our family home… 
The first provides a contrast to Babylon, and the second a reflection of the Garden of Eden… 

Section 3: Description: The Bride - the heavenly Jerusalem (21:9-26)

To understand this first description we need to compare it with the beginning of chapter 17. In Chapter 17 we were introduced to the angel who held one of the bowls of God’s wrath - and that angel showed John a city - the city of Babylon - dressed in finery, with rich materials, and a name on her forehead… 
Sadly, Babylon proved to be empty promises and trickery - though she was dressed in finery, John had to travel into the wilderness to see her… this was no home, though it looked like it…  Written on her forehead was:
babylon the great
the mother of prostitutes
and of the abominations of the earth.

Chapter 21:9 by contrast introduces us a different city - where Babylon was the city of 666 - of promises that always fall short… of persuasion that never truly benefits for eternity… here is a new city - a new Jerusalem - a holy city full of twelves… dressed in true finery… Look at the description - pure, perfect, brilliant, precious, glorious…. here is a city that shines… not with worldly temporary glory, but with the glory of God (v11) - a city built on 12 foundations - with 12 gates. a city with twelve angels at the gates - how much more secure could you get… a city with the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb of God written on the foundations… 
Here is a city of abundance… it measure 12,000 stadia cubed… a perfect cube, like the most holy place of the tabernacle of Moses, the temples of Solomon and Ezra, and the visionary temple of Ezekiel, but massively larger - this city dwarves the super-cities of our day - 12,000 stadia is  1380 miles… cubed! And these measurements made with a gold rod…  
The stones remind us of the precious stones. on the breastplate of the priest in the original tabernacle… the breastplate that had a stone for each of the tribes of Israel…
Here is a city made for the fulness of the people of God… Where all can belong and find plenty…  

There’s no temple here because God the Father and the Lamb of GOD ARE the temple,. They ARE the place where God’s people meet God.  Meet him daily. Meet him more than that… I say daily, but this is a place where night never falls… That isn’t because God’s opposed to dusk or dawn… or that he doesn’t like stars… The symbolism is that night was the time when cities got attacked… but there’s no attacks here… there’s no threat… evil is a thing of the past… violence gone forever… instead, the truth and majesty, and grace and glory of God shine out of the city eternally, and so the city gates can remain open - the light of God and the Lamb shining from them throughout creation.  
And as God’s glory shines out, so the nations of God’s people are brought in - brought in to the family home. Simply, they are brought home.

[WARNING: nb: v27 - only those whose names are in the lamb’s book of life will enter the city.]

Section 4: Description: The new Eden (22:1-5)
John’s vision moves on to describe more of the city… this time, the contrast is not with Babylon, but with Eden - the garden God where God places Adam and Eve at creation.
In that garden were two trees. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil - where the fruit came from that Eve and Adam took, and so sinned… but also the tree of life… It was the tree of life that symbolised God’s life-giving power that caused Adam and Eve to live forever… and it was when humanity was banished from the garden that we became mortal… death took a hold over us, and our lives became limited in years.
But here in our family home… here we find the water of life - flowing down the high street of the city… and straddling that river, we find the tree of life… 
God’s family, gathered once more in this new Eden… this new dwelling place where God’s people live forever…  the tree symbolises two things - it brings provision - fruit - regularly… enough for eternity… without a gap.. and its leaves bring healing… the healing of the nations… 
Here is a garden in the centre of the city. And God’s family are invited once more to walk with their God in the cool of the day… 
Here is a city-garden like none of us have ever known. A place where there is no curse.
What curse is it talking about? Surely the curse of Genesis 3 - the curse placed on the serpent, the man, and the woman when they sinned.
The serpent’s curse was completed when his head was crushed on that final day of judgment.
The woman’s and the man’s curses were complete when God’s people were perfected in Christ and gathered into the new creation. Work will not be hard any more. Food will not be scarce. Life will never again lead to death. The curse of the fall is finished.
And there could be no better demonstration of that than the next comment in v4.
“They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.”
There’s no more hiding away… no more barrier… no more distance between God and his people… Far from the days of Moses having to hide in a crack and catch a glimpse of the back of God lest he die (Ex 33:18-20) - we are truly God’s people, and on that day we will see him face to face. Walk with him. Talk with him. Enjoy him forever.
Little wonder we can say “There will be no more night” - it’s not that it will never get dark… it’s that there will never agin be any deception, or half truth… or deviousness or callousness or envy or gossip or sin of any kind. Only joy, compassion, grace, kindness, love, and laughter.
In case it wasn’t already obvious. Notice that the “they” who are going to reign for ever and ever in 21, is US. We will reign for ever and ever, as princes and princesses of the Kingdom of God. And we will have the opportunity to cast our crowns before our Lord Jesus Christ in worship. Because he has won this great victory for us.

Section 5: Call to action: WRONG and RIGHT responses. (22:6-21)
The final section of Revelation is 22:6-21… 

You see, it would be a terrible thing to hear all this, and then get our response wrong… because Satan is bound, but not destroyed yet… we DO still live in this broken world with temptation and sin and our own hardened hearts… So let’s listen carefully to God’s final instructions as we reach the end of this glorious account of our redemption.

WRONG response:
Worship the messenger. (22:8-9)
RIGHT response:
Worship Jesus. (Alpha and Omega, Root and Offspring of David, Morning Star, Giver of the water of life)
Seek righteousness in Christ (wash robes) (v11, 14)
Bear testimony faithfully (v10; 18-19)
When God is ready, he’ll bring us home. (v20)

SUM UP:
No matter how life looks today - no matter what pressures / seductions we face… 
REMEMBER YOUR DESTINY… YOUR HOME… YOUR LORD AND SAVIOUR WHO LOVES YOU. AND HOLD FAST.
TODAY IS NOT THE END. SIMPLY ANOTHER STEP ON THE JOURNEY HOME.


Use prayer at end… v21
“[Jesus] says: Yes, I am coming soon.
“Amen, Come Lord Jesus
“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.”
