
Gathering to hear: 
The Minor Prophets



 
PER-
SIA    ASSYRIA    

BAB-
YLON    

8th Century BC 7th C 6th C

799 - 700BC 699 - 600BC 599 - 500BC

< To King David (1000BC) To Jesus’ life on earth (1-33AD) >

TIME 

Israel (N. Kingdom)
Conquered by Assyria (722)

Judah (S. Kingdom)

Taken into  
exile by  
Babylon  
(587)

Hosea (753-~720)
Amos (~759-739)

Jonah (782-753) 
NINEVEH

Micah (750-687)

Return from exile 
(538)

Obadiah (845) 
EDOM: (See 2 Kings 8:20)

Joel (???)

Zephaniah (630)

Habakkuk (609) Haggai (520)

Zechariah (480)
Malachi (432)

499 - 400BC

5th C9th BC

899 - 800BC

Nahum (650)  
NINEVEH



Acts 7:42-43 Acts 15:16-17
(7:1-2)      Who is speaking in this passage?      (15:13) 

(7:54)           Who are they speaking to?          (15:4, 6) 

(7:51-53)                       Why?                           (15:1-2) 

(7:54-59) What happens after they finish speaking? (15:22-35)



The prophet Amos
Telling us about God’s judgment and how we can be saved



wealth

apathy

idolatry

injustice



Book structure

Amos 1-2 Messages to nations and Israel


Amos 3-6 Poems expressing the message to Israel   
                 and its leaders


Amos 7-9 Visions depicting God’s coming  
                 judgment on Israel



Amos 1-2: Accusations against the nations and Israel

GAZA
JUDAH

EDOM

MOAB

AMMON

DAMASCUSTYRE

ISRAEL



Amos 3-6: Poems expressing Amos’ message 
to Israel & its leaders



Great calling 
+ Great responsibility 

= Great consequences



Themes in Amos 3-6

Theme 1: Exposing religious hypocrisy of Israel’s 
religious leaders




Amos 5:21-24

‘I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 

    your assemblies are a stench to me. 

Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

    I will not accept them. 

Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 

    I will have no regard for them. 

Away with the noise of your songs! 

    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 

But let justice roll on like a river, 

    righteousness like a never-failing stream!



Righteousness - tsedeqah - refers to a set of right 
relationships between people no matter their social 
differences.


Justice - mishpat - concrete actions you take to 
correct injustice and create righteousness.



Themes in Amos 3-6

Theme 1: Exposing religious hypocrisy of Israel’s 
religious leaders


Theme 2: Accusations of Idolatry




5:4 “seek me [God] that you may live”


5:14 “seek good, not evil, that you may live.”


Worshipping the God of Israel is synonymous with 
generosity and justice.



Themes in Amos 3-6

Theme 1: Exposing religious hypocrisy of Israel’s 
religious leaders


Theme 2: Accusations of Idolatry


Theme 3: Announcing the Day of the Lord





True worship always 
involves our hearts.



let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-
failing stream!

Amos 5:24



‘It is my judgment, therefore, 
that we should not make it 
difficult for the [____________] 
who are turning to God.’

Acts 15:19


