
PHILIPPIANS 2:6-11     CBC 12.4.2020am (Easter Sunday)

It’s Easter Day, and we join with Christians around the world is triumphantly declaring that the 
Lord is risen – He is risen indeed, Hallelujah! It’s a truth to give us joy and hope even as we battle 
Covid-19. The last word in God’s world belongs to Christ, not to Coronavirus, and therefore to life, 
not death.

But the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is not a stand-alone truth. It finds it’s place in a 
bigger story – truly an epic story. It’s the story of a rescue mission carried out by God to save us 
when we’ve rebelled against Him and brought disaster on ourselves. The human condition is 
memorably described by the prophet Isaiah when he writes, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way ...” Thankfully, God has the heart of a Good Shepherd. We’ve
strayed so badly that we cannot find our way home; but God entered His world in Jesus Christ to 
make a way, and to bring us home, and ultimately, to heal the world that we have broken. The 
resurrection of Jesus is the beginning of that new creation. 

The story of God’s mission to rescue us in Christ is summarized in Philippians 2:6-11. Let me 
read it to you …

We could call this drama, THERE AND BACK AGAIN. It begins with our Lord in glory and ends 
with Him glorified. Yet He does not seek glory, but humbles Himself.

HUMILIATION

We’re often tempted to pretend that we’re better than we are, but our Lord didn’t have to pretend to 
greatness. v.6: He was “in very nature God” - but He didn’t cling to His rights or His privileges. He 
used the advantage of His Godhood, not for Himself, but for us; to save us in our trouble, rather 
than to keep Himself out of trouble.

And so, v.7, our Lord became a real human being, and lived a human life. This doesn’t mean that 
He used to be God, but gave that up and became a human being instead, swapping one for the other.

Nor does it meant that He gave up bits of being God – His power, wisdom, etc – somehow 
becoming a stripped-down version of God, a kind of “God-lite” - God minus a few attributes. Had 
He done that, He would not have been Immanuel, God with us. For God exists in the perfection of 
all His attributes -  take them away and you no longer have God. 

But our Lord laid aside the advantage of these attributes, gave up His privileges and lived as a man 
dependent on the Father, empowered by the Spirit. He hid His deity in His humanity, veiling His 
glory beneath a humble, creaturely life. Truly God and truly man, He lived as a servant of others. 

Until, v.8, He sacrificed Himself to the furthest limit, “death” - even the most shameful death of all, 
what Origen called, “the utterly vile death of the cross.” Crucifixion was reserved for public 
enemies and the dregs of the criminal justice system. Jesus identified with them – because He was 
dying for them.

As Paul wrote these words, I’m sure he was conscious that he himself would never face crucifixion.
As a Roman citizen, it was too undignified – yet the Son of God submitted to it. What would never 
be right for a Roman citizen was felt right for the Son of God.

He came from heaven’s highest glory to the Roman Empire’s deepest shame: “even death on a 
cross!” The words are inserted like an exclamation mark! From any perspective it was the lowest 



point in our Lord’s humiliation. In His coming to earth He made Himself a beggar; but in His dying 
on the cross He made Himself a curse, for He became sin for us, taking on Himself the judgement 
our sin deserved (2Co 5:21; Gal 3:13).

YET Christ was never more lovely in the eyes of His Church than when He was most degraded for 
us. Christ, the loving Bridegroom took all the sins and sorrows of His bride (the church) down to 
death to bury them forever. Think of this: He could produce a universe with a word, but it needed 
His own incarnation and death to produce a Church of ransomed sinners!

You know: if the One nailed to the cross is truly Immanuel, God with us, then we desperately need 
to rethink our ideas of what God is like. Harsh? Unloving? Tyrannical? Hardly. He gave and gave. 
He gave up all His rights. That’s God’s heart revealed. He stepped down and down, lower and 
lower, until He reached the very bottom: death on a cross.

BUT THAT’S NOT THE END OF J’S STORY: vv.9-11 (read): 

EXALTATION

Here, in a magnificent summary, is the Father’s approval and vindication of His Son. The world 
may think that Christ’s attitude of self-abasement is madness, but look what God thinks of it! God 
the Father was so delighted with the servant-attitude of His Son that He exalted Jesus to the highest 
height!

THEREFORE, writes Paul, because after the finished work of Good Friday, Easter Sunday is 
inevitable. It wasn’t possible for death to keep its hold on Christ (Ac 2:24). After the finished work, 
the full reward: having come down, down, down, Jesus is now lifted up, up, up! 

1. SO v.9: God exalted His Son to the highest place – our Lord Jesus is now seated at the 
Father’s right hand.

Having taken on our humanity, our Lord keeps our humanity in His resurrection, and faithfully 
bears it back to heaven, like a Good Shepherd carrying home His lost sheep.

He has been lifted up to the throne, to share His eternal and victorious life with us.

2. v.9: God has given Him the Name above every name –

Not simply a name but the Name, the one Name that is above every name, the Name which is God’s
own Name: the name of LORD. That’s the only name great enough to reflect what Jesus has 
achieved and to declare who He is: our rightful King, whose hands will heal us. And what’s God’s 
purpose in exalting Jesus as Lord?

3. vv.10-11: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow; in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

This is our Heavenly Father’s deepest passion in this world: that His beloved Son will have the 
Name above every name, and one day every knee will bow to that Name and confess, willingly or 
unwillingly, that Jesus Christ is Lord. In that day His enemies will be defeated; evil will be banished
forever; good will triumph; the pacification of the universe will be complete; and those who have 
loved our Lord will be free to enjoy Him forever.



And we’re living in the beginning of this stage in God’s plan. All over the world knees are bowing 
to Jesus and confessing Him as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Have you bowed the knee to 
Him? There is a name at which every knee will bow, but it’s not your name and it’s not my name. 
It’s the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. And that’s wonderful news, because His Name, Jesus, means 
SAVIOUR.

CONCLUSION

Brothers and sisters, I urge you to get to know this passage of Scripture well. It’s one of highlights 
of the whole Bible. In a few short lines, Paul celebrates the epic story of our redemption, beginning 
with our Lord’s pre-existence in the Godhead in eternity, and tracing the course of His redeeming 
work as one marvellous act of obedience which God has honoured and which the entire universe 
will one day acknowledge.

This is the story of salvation into which every follower of Christ has been drawn. God’s purpose is 
to make us like Christ, by giving us that same heart of love as Jesus has. We are in Him to be made 
like Him. And as Paul points out if you read further, this is a game-changer. Because the more we 
become like Jesus, the more we love. And the more we love, the more our relationships are healed, 
and the more brightly we shine in a world that’s lost its way. And that gives us opportunities to 
share the word of life, the Good News of Christ who died and rose again for us, so that others too 
can be brought home to the Father who loves them.

One final thought: Depending which translation of the Bible you’re using, you may have found Php 
2:6-11 set out not as prose but as poetry. That’s because many scholars think these words may have 
been used as an early Christian hymn or creed: a summary of the gospel used when Christians met 
to worship. If that’s right, then it reminds us that when we’ve heard and understood these words, our
work is only half done until we rise up to sing Christ’s praises and to serve Him with our lives. May
we do just that on this glorious Easter Day.

PRAYER: God our Father, we thank you that Christ died for our sins and was raised from death by 
Your mighty power. We praise you because He lives forever, and nothing can now separate us from 
Your love in Him. Empower us by Your Spirit to live out the new life Christ has won for us, and 
prepare us for that day when we shall meet our Lord face to face, together with all your people. We 
pray in Jesus’ Name. AMEN

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION AND ACTION:

• How is the death and resurrection of Jesus shaping and empowering the way you live?


