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We’re continuing to study together Peter’s first letter, and today we’re going to read 2:4-10. It’s 
never easy being a Christian. There’s always opposition. But as Peter writes this letter to persecuted 
Christians, he’s been reminding us that the riches we have in Christ more than compensate for our 
sufferings. Unlike our persecutors, we have a future and a hope because of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. We have a Father who loves us with an unfailing love. And we have brothers 
and sisters in Christ who will be our forever family even if our natural family turns against us.

And as if that wasn’t enough, Peter now draws our attention to the supreme worth of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Read 1Peter 2:4-10.

If someone asks me why I’m a Christian, the answer is easy. I can tell them in one word. JESUS. As
I began to read the gospels nearly fifty years ago, Jesus captured my heart. And He has it still. He is 
worth more than all the world besides. As I read Peter’s words, what leaps out at me is the 
surpassing worth of Jesus. Three times Peter describes Jesus as “precious”. He’s precious to God in 
v.4 and v.6, and He’s precious to His believing people in v.7. 

And if you ask me why He’s precious, I’m tempted to say, “How long have you got?” John ends His
gospel by saying that if the whole world were a library it would not be big enough to contain all the 
books necessary to tell of the glory of Jesus Christ. I have neither the lifespan nor the ability to tell 
you all the ways Jesus is precious, and you have neither the lifespan nor the ability to take it in. But 
we can at least glimpse the surpassing worth of Jesus in what Peter writes here, because he focuses 
in on one particular point.

He tells us that God is engaged in a remarkable building project. He’s building a new temple for 
Himself, where He already lives and displays His goodness, grace and glory. But unlike the old 
Jerusalem temple, this one needs no bricks and mortar. It’s made up of people like you and me. And 
it all rests on Jesus. Jesus is supremely precious because He gives life and shape to God’s new 
temple, His people.

He gives life because (v.4) He’s “the Living Stone” - I think this was one of Peter’s favourite 
images of Jesus. Remember that it was Jesus who changed Peter’s name from Simon to Peter, 
meaning “the rock.” So I’m sure Peter the rock loved the image of Jesus the Stone! But Peter 
doesn’t want us to think of Jesus simply as a block of marble, so he adds “living” stone – because 
He’s a person, risen from the dead. And as the Living Stone, Jesus gives life to the people God is 
building together.

So (v.4-5): “As you come to Him, the living Stone … you also, like living stones, are being built into
a spiritual house.” Perhaps this was one of Peter’s evangelistic sermons: “Come to Him, the Living 
Stone.” That’s how you begin the Christian life: by coming to Jesus. 

Have you ever come to Him? It means more than just coming near Him. Plenty of people in the 
gospels did that, but their life wasn’t changed because their coming was immediately followed by 
their going! What coming means is trusting Him (v.6); and believing in Him and finding Him 
supremely valuable (v.7). Can we say, “Jesus is so precious to me that nothing compares in value”? 
That’s the real test of where we are in relationship to Him.

Let me put it like this: Are you prepared to welcome Jesus as your Lord and line your life up with 
Him? That’s the image of the “cornerstone” (v.6). In the construction of the day, the cornerstone 
would not only be the first massive stone put in place, but it would give shape to the rest of the 
building as the walls extended out from it. It was a defining stone. Is that what Jesus is to your life?



I have to come to Him and line up my life with Him – that’s what it means to “repent and believe 
the gospel.” And when I receive my life from Him and am shaped and directed by Him, then I’m a 
living stone in the great temple God is building. That’s what it is to be a Christian. Resting our life 
on Christ the cornerstone. Not basing our life on anything else. 

But not everyone wants this! Which is why Christians often meet with hostility. There have 
always been people who don’t want Jesus as Lord, hence v.4 “rejected by humans”; and v.7 those 
who do not believe reject Jesus as the cornerstone.

v.7 quotes Ps 118:22 which Peter had heard Jesus Himself use to rebuke the religious leaders of His 
day (Mk 12:10). Their rejection of Him was no surprise to God. It was foretold in Scripture. But it 
was still tragic. God provided the Stone perfectly fitted to our need, and the human judges came 
along and said, “No, that stone won’t do! We don’t want the kind of building that will arise from that
stone!” 

It’s a familiar story. Running though the Bible is the theme of two building projects: man’s and 
God’s. We seek to build our own structures, to choose our own foundation for life, to build life 
according to the shape we design. To do it our way, and to make a name for ourselves. This is how it
has always been, right back to the Tower of Babel. 

But we were made for so much more than making a name for ourselves. We were made to find our 
joy in making much of God through Jesus, His Son. As we give up our own building project, we 
find ourselves part of something so much more glorious. Humanity’s project will soon fall down; 
God’s is eternal. Only what God builds will last: His new temple, built with His believing people on
the foundation of Jesus.

Well, everyone is building a life on something. What’s the cornerstone of your life? What shapes 
your ambitions? The way you plan your schedule? Spend your money? Parent your children? When 
the chips are down, where do you turn for your security? Your self-worth? Your direction? Jesus is a
divisive figure who demands total allegiance. He’s the cornerstone, or He’s nothing. What He’ll 
never be is just one brick in OUR building – He calls us to be built into His. And to everyone who 
hears that it’s either the most wonderful news in the world, or the most offensive.

The leaders in Jesus’ day were intent on their own building project, so they rejected Jesus as the 
cornerstone. But then something remarkable happened. Jesus became the cornerstone anyway, 
because He was chosen by God and is precious to Him. In other words, God simply overruled the 
builders! They threw the stone away by crucifying Him, but God brought Him back again by raising
Him from the dead. And they heard all about it as the gospel was preached to them by none other 
than Peter himself (see Acts 4:10-11). Yet they still refused to accept what God had done, so, as 
Peter says in v.8, instead of trusting in this stone, they trip over it. Christ becomes a stumbling block
to them.

Why is Peter telling us this? It’s because our life and destiny as Christians are bound up with 
Jesus. We’re joined to Him as living stones, and so we experience what He experienced. Our story 
is shaped by His. Just as Jesus was rejected by the world, so are we – and it hurts. BUT just as Jesus
is chosen by God and precious to Him, so are we (2:9 “you are a chosen people … God’s special 
possession” - isn’t that amazing? God says, “You’re mine!” whatever your circumstances). And just
as Jesus was vindicated and honoured by God, so too will we be (v.6: “the one who trusts in Him 
will never be put to shame”). So the next time someone is offended at you for what you believe, 
embrace the shame, knowing that in the end you will be honoured by God because you are in 
Christ, the honoured cornerstone. In the story of Christ, there’s marvellous news for persecuted 
Christians. 



In fact, God has already honoured us by making us priests and prophets of the King of Kings, 
according to v.9. Did you know that’s your calling?

We are “a royal priesthood” (v.9) – the Church of Jesus Christ doesn’t have a priesthood; we are a
priesthood! And what do we do as priests? Peter has already told us back in v.5: we offer “spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

What does that mean? In the Old Testament there were different kinds of sacrifices. There were 
sacrifices offered to the Lord so that sin could be removed; and there were sacrifices offered in 
thanksgiving because sin had been removed. Jesus put an end to the sin offerings by His death for 
our sins on the cross. But now the whole Church of God responds by a continual thank-offering – 
not just the praises of our lips, but a love offering consisting of the whole of our lives. We bring all 
we are and have for the service of our King: our education, our home, our family, our career - “take
my life and let it be …”. It means putting yourself in the offertory bag, not just your gift of money.

Do you see your life in that way? Is all that you do an offering to God? Notice Peter is describing 
the whole church – there are no spectators, just participants!

And we’re prophets too! Prophets declare the Word of God, and that’s what we’re all called to do 
in v.9: We’re to declare God’s praises to the world. To tell the story of how He called us out of 
darkness into His wonderful light. To tell (v.10) how we received mercy – that we’re not strong and 
powerful people but sinners saved by grace. Tell that to others who need God’s mercy. That’s 
Peter’s short course in evangelism! Tell your story and make God the chief character in your story.

Is that how you live? As someone chosen and called by God? Someone greatly loved and precious? 
Someone whose life is offered in delighted service to God? Someone whose lips overflow in 
testimony to God’s mercy and grace? 

CONCLUSION

I hope you’re encouraged by these words from our older brother Peter! If you’re a Christian, you’re 
like a stone that’s been quarried out of the pit of sin and cemented by grace into Christ, the Stone 
who is chosen by God and precious to Him. Because He’s the living Stone, you too have been made
alive. And because He’s the Cornerstone, His destiny is yours. He faced rejection, and sometimes 
you will too. But He was exalted by God, and so will you be. May that be reflected in lives fully 
surrendered to Him, and lips that are unashamed to tell of His mercy and grace.

PRAYER: Father, you have set us on a sure foundation in Jesus Christ. Forgive us when we seek to
build our lives on anything else. Help us by Your Spirit to offer ourselves fully to You, and may 
others be drawn to You by our witness. For your glory’s sake. AMEN

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND ACTION
1. Where in your life are you tripping over Jesus rather than trusting Him? 
2. Are you sold out on being part of God’s building in Christ? Or are you still working on a 

building project of your own? 
3. How would your life change if your truly believed you are “God’s special possession” (v.9)?


