
1PETER 2:11-12     CBC 31.5.2020am

Today we’re studying 1Peter 2:11-12. Already Peter has described the privileges of being 
Christians; how in Christ we’ve been given new birth into a life of faith, hope and love, and how 
we’re being built together in Christ as a living temple, a people in whom God dwells by His Spirit.

But don’t run away with the idea that what God is doing in us is just about us! God is displaying 
His glory in us for the salvation of others. So Peter now addresses the question of how we should
live in a world that doesn’t want God but desperately needs Him. Over the coming weeks we’ll be
looking at specific situations: how to live as a Christian in a secular society, or in the workplace, 
or in a marriage that’s less than ideal, or in a church that’s still imperfect. 

But first, he gives us three principles to guide us in every situation we face. Read 1Peter 2:11-
12 ...

How should we conduct ourselves as Christians in a hostile and cynical society? Peter says that in 
every situation we should live like an exile, fight like a soldier, and shine like a light.

1. LIVE LIKE A   FOREIGNER AND AN   EXILE   

v.11: “As foreigners and exiles.” Clearly this is important to Peter because this is the third time he 
has mentioned it (also 1:1 and 1:17). This is who we are! We are strangers in this world. Which 
doesn’t mean we cut ourselves off from this world as we’ll see in a minute – we’re not to behave 
like a closed-door sect, but as open-hearted servants of all. But as we walk in step with Christ, 
we’ll often find ourselves out of step with the world – foreigners who don’t quite fit. 

Don’t despair, because Peter also calls us (v.11) “Friends” as well as foreigners. Literally, 
“Beloved!” - and not just by Peter, but by God. Whatever the world thinks of us, we’re chosen by 
God, His special possession (v.9). That would make us dangerously proud if v.10 wasn’t quickly 
added: we’ve received mercy – and we needed it. We’re no better than anyone else, but now that
we’ve received mercy we belong to God. Our citizenship is in heaven (Php 3:20). This world is no 
longer our true country. 

Do you believe that? It makes all the difference to how you live. If you think this world is your 
home and this short life is all you’ve got, then the materialism and selfishness and hedonism of 
western culture makes perfect sense. How else would you live except to get all the comfort you 
can in this moment because this is all there is? Turning your back on God is bound to leave you in 
bondage to the moment. No wonder people are so anxious and stressed! All their eggs are in the
broken basket of this world.

But if you believe the things Peter has been saying in ch.1 about our inheritance kept safe for us 
by God – if you believe you have an eternity with Christ in glory – if you believe this world is not 
our final destination but a journey that leads home, then you’re set free from demanding that 
this world gives you everything your heart desires. You’re freed from being devastated when this
world fails to deliver all you’d like. You didn’t expect it to. But far from that making you despair, 
it simply sharpens your hope, your eager expectation of the grace to be brought to you when 
Christ returns. 

Do you live like an exile – like someone who is not at home, but who is on a journey? What were 
your priorities last week? How many of them had anything to do with the Kingdom of God? Did 
you live eagerly for your eternal home, or as though this world is your final destination? What are
you asking this world to give you that only God can give? You’ll never make progress as a 
Christian until you train yourself to think this way: “I don’t belong here. I’m only a temporary 
resident. But I’m heading home!” 



2.   FIGHT LIKE A   SOLDIER  

v.11: “I urge you … to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” Christians 
must be fighters – but it’s not other people we’re fighting. This isn’t Jihad! Our battle is against 
our own sinful desires. The war with our own sinful nature. If you’re committed to fighting any 
desires that’s out of line with God’s word, you’ll certainly be a foreigner and alien in our culture 
where people worship their feelings and demand that every desire must be met.

NO, says Peter. There’s a war of desire being fought for control of your soul – and it’s fought in 
every situation of our lives. There are desires for things God says are wrong. And there are also 
desires for things which are not wrong in themselves but we elevate them into controlling 
passions in our lives – and then they destroy us. Even a good thing becomes a bad thing when it 
becomes a ruling thing, because only God should rule us. Our job is a good thing, but if it rules us 
it becomes a bad thing. If we ask it to give us what only God can give, we’ve uncovered a sinful 
desire waging war on our soul. 

Do you live with the constant awareness that you’re on a battlefield? That’s Christian realism. 
Spiritual warfare isn’t mainly esoteric, unusual, spooky. It’s mostly mundane and ordinary. Let me
give you some examples of spiritual warfare: 
• Right now I’m battling the desire to eat more than I need to because my appetite is out of 

control. That’s spiritual warfare.
• When you’re fuming at the driver in front who’s going too slowly for your schedule, or the 

person at the checkout rummaging around for coupons – that’s a moment of spiritual 
warfare. Say no to sinful desires waging war on your soul.

• When someone has upset you and you want to give them the silent treatment. Or maybe you
want to speak to them in a way that will feel good to you but won’t show the beauty of Jesus:
fight like a soldier against that desire.

• When you want to go places on the computer that feed evil desires instead of stifling them 
… to start a relationship that you know will deaden your enthusiasm for Christ … to take up a
hobby that will keep you from fellowship, or stop you from committing to regular Christian 
service … to spend lavishly on things you don’t need so that you give less for the gospel … 
These are all moments of spiritual warfare, and you need to fight like a soldier because those
desires are waging war against your soul. Say NO!

Do you see? Spiritual warfare takes place around the family meal table, in front of the computer 
screen, on the motorway, in the shopping centre, wherever you are, every day. That’s the 
battlefield we’re living on. Are you living like a soldier? Are you saying NO to sinful desires? Are 
you fighting? Or have you given up the fight? We don’t win one battle and the war is over! The 
battle for the heart is fought in thousands of little moments. It’s a constant warfare and we must
be on our guard. Fight like a soldier. Learn to say NO.

But we’re not defined by the negative. We say NO to sinful desires for a positive reason: 

3. SHINE LIKE A LIGHT

v.12: “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they 
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.” We live among people who need 
God’s love even if they don’t know it and as yet don’t want it. And even if they treat us as 
enemies, our calling is to show them nothing but good. And then perhaps the light of our lives 
will enable them to see the truth and be drawn to the loveliness of Christ.

Let them see your good deeds, says Peter. That means more than just living a moral life – not 
committing adultery etc. It means serving. It means being the person everyone would love to 
have as their neighbour. It means being the committee member who’s known as a peacemaker 
rather than a troublemaker. It means being the doctor who’s known for extra kindness. It means 
being the plumber who goes the extra mile in helpfulness. It means being the teacher the kids 



find approachable. It means being the old people’s favourite carer because you’re always patient 
with them, always have a smile. It means being the member of your circle – the running club, 
Clogs, the choir, the orchestra – who always has time for others – who’s not wrapped up in 
themselves.

This is gospel ministry as mundane and normal and everyday as you can get. There’s no place, no 
moment you’ll ever be where you aren’t called to shine a light for Christ, showcasing the 
goodness of God. 

Peter has realistic expectations: doing good doesn’t guarantee a good response – we may still 
get kicked in the teeth. But for some at least that won’t be the end of the story. They may see 
your good deeds and glorify God. Peter’s talking about people getting converted! He heard Jesus 
speak like this (Mt 5:13-16) and now he passes it on to us. God hasn’t equipped us all to be big-
platform evangelists like Billy Graham. But by the Holy Spirit He has empowered us all to live 
such good lives that others may be drawn to Christ. As you show how good life is under God’s 
rule, some at least may compare that with how bad life is when we’re ruled by our own 
selfishness and pride and addictions and ego. And they’ll want what you’ve got.

It’s like seeing well-cooked food in a restaurant and thinking, “I’m hungry, and I’d like some of 
that.” People who’ve been starved by life’s disappointments will look at the goodness of your life
under God and realise how hungry they are – and they’ll be drawn to God. And God will be 
glorified.

What a calling on your life! Shine like a light. Is that how you live? 

CONCLUSION

Live like a foreigner and exile; fight like a soldier; shine like a light. Do you see what kind of life 
we’re called to? A life that looks like Jesus. He was a foreigner and exile in this world, marching 
to a different drumbeat and rejected by many. He fought like a soldier against every temptation 
Satan sent His way, and even laid down His life to defeat the enemy. He shone a light wherever 
He went, because He was the light of the world. Unlike us, He did all these things perfectly – but 
He did them for us, not just as our example, but as our representative – and we stand before God
in Him, clothed in His righteousness. And now He gives us His Holy Spirit so that we can walk in 
His footsteps, living as He lived, sharing in His mission, growing in His likeness. That’s the 
Christian life.

It’s good, it’s wholesome, it’s beautiful. Is that your life? In the pressures of life we sometimes 
forget who we are in Christ, and the difference that makes to how we live. Thank God for Peter’s 
faithful reminder.

PRAYER: We thank you Father for our Lord Jesus Christ, whose life and ministry brought glory to
You and salvation to us. Fill us again with your Holy Spirit, that we may live now with an eye to 
eternity, fighting our sinful desires and serving others in love, so that they too may come to 
know You. For Your glory’s sake. AMEN.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND ACTION: 

• In the past week, where did you struggle – 
◦ to live like a foreigner and an exile?
◦ to fight like a soldier against sinful desires?
◦ to shine like a light by how you live among unbelievers?

• How does the gospel turn things we ought to do into things we want to do?


