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Good morning and  a special good morning to those who are joining us from Priory St this 
morning. It's great to have you with us. 

We're going to look at Luke's Gospel. We're going to look at chapter 19, verses 11 to 27. 
This is continuing the series that Church on the Green have been looking at over the past 
months, so let me read that passage and then we'll pray. 

Luke Chapter 19 verses 11 to 27. 

Let's pray. 

Gracious Lord God, we thank you for your words here in Luke's Gospel, and we pray that 
you would help us to understand them as you would have them understood; to see clearly 
what they contain and  to do more than simply learn about your word rather to deepen in our 
knowledge of you and to deepen in our relationship with you that we might glorify you more. 

We pray all this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Jesus tells the crowds a parable and Luke, in recording the account, tells us why Jesus tells 
the crowd a parable in Verse 11: because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought 
that the Kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 

Here then, is the Messiah.  Word spread. He's getting close to the city at the centre of 
Judaism, the home of the temple.Surely when he gets there, he's going to reveal himself for 
who he is? Finally, surely that will be when his glory shines out and he changes his plain 
clothes for Royal robes, or better still armour and a battle steed and his army! He's almost 
there. 

All we need to do, they think, is wait;  days at the most - now hours and it'll all be done. 

So there's no need to work. No need to sow  the fields, no need to tend to our families or fix 
the leaking roof. No need to honour debts or plan for old age.The Messiah is here.The 
Kingdom of God is going to appear at once. 

Now, whether the crowd are openly saying that around Jesus or it's simply that He knows 
what they're thinking, He wants to set them right because the Kingdom of God isn't going to 
appear at once, at least not in the way they think. 

The full glory of God isn't going to be revealed yet. His absolute reign isn't going to be 
enforced yet. The King needs to go away and then return, and only when He returns will the 
Kingdom of God be completely revealed. So there is a need to work. There is a need to sow 
the fields. There is a need to tend to our families and fix a leaking roof to honour debts and 
plan ahead for old age should God bless us with it. But more than that there is a need to look 
at our lives as we live them before God, day by day 

That is as true for us today as it was for the people back then, standing around Jesus 
because we are still waiting for the King who's been crowned to return. 

So let's look at this parable that Jesus tells. 

We're introduced to a man of noble birth. He's getting ready to head off to another place to 
be crowned. He'll return later as King. It's a clear picture of Jesus as he ascends into 
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heaven, to sit at the right hand of the Father, in readiness to return, to judge the living and 
the dead. 

But before this King goes, he gathers his servants around and gives them money. The 
equivalent of three months wages. So not an insignificant sum and he gives them a task. 

Verse 13: “Put this money to work until I come back.” 

Suddenly the parable changes focus. We leave the halls of the King and we go into the 
streets where the subjects of the King we find hate him. They have no desire whatsoever for 
him to become King and live in open rebellion to him, even to the point of sending a 
delegation to try and overturn his Coronation. 

“We don't want this man to be our King.” 

Can you imagine:  that has the words crucify him written all over it? 

 

And yet the Coronation does happen.The King’s crowned and then one day the King returns 
home. There's no time frame, but there was none needed. 

The King had given his servants a task to perform. The big question is, had they done it? 
And so the King summons his servants and the first two he commends for their faithfulness. 

They did what their King had asked and what their position demanded. They served him 
obediently, and so they were rewarded. 

The third servant is introduced … Literally ‘the other Jesus’ puts His servant in a different 
category as He tells this parable. The third servant or maybe even better the ‘odd one out’ 
has done nothing with what the King gave him. He excuses himself in verse 21. ‘Oh.I was 
afraid of you because you're a hard man. You take out what you don't put in and reap what 
you don't sow.’ 

And yet we've just seen the King commend his faithful servants. 

This picture that the third servant draws for us doesn't fit the one that we see of the King in 
this parable. 

‘You knew, did you?’ is the damning question that comes back from the King. 

The underlying point is that the third servant, ‘the odd one out’, actually didn't know the King 
at all. If he'd known the King, he would have known that the best thing he could have done is 
serve him in faithful obedience. Yet he makes his own plans and he wastes the time that he 
has between the King's going away and his return. 

The ‘odd one out’ ends up with nothing. Out of all the servants, in fact, he's the only one that 
the King takes the money back from. He misses out on the reward that could have been his. 
And he misses out on the favour of the King. 

That's the first impact of the King's return, and it warns us that Jesus’ return may well not be 
today. And while we wait for Him to come again, we have a responsibility to seek to know 
him for who He truly is and to serve Him faithfully and obediently. 

Jesus emphasises the distinction between rejection and reward as the King in the parable 
gives the ‘odd one out's’ money to the most faithful servant, rewarding him even more richly 
for his faithfulness to the King's subjects (still wishing perhaps that they've managed to stop 
him becoming King). 



It seems like an injustice and they cry out, ‘Sir, he’s already got 10!’ 

Are they thinking that the third servant should be left with this money? Or maybe are they 
thinking that it ought to be shared out amongst them? 

Instead,regardless, the King's reply comes quickly in verse 26. 

‘I tell you’, he says. ‘To everyone who has more will be given. But As for the one who has 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away.” 

You see, that's the difference that a true relationship with Jesus makes. You see through 
history there have been many who thought they had a relationship with Jesus or have 
claimed a relationship with Jesus, but who actually had a wrong understanding of who He is 
and no true relationship at all. 

It’s the difference between the messy and broken but very real relationship that the disciple 
Peter had with Jesus, and superficial veneer of a relationship that Judas Iscariot had with 
Jesus. 

Jesus’ parable shows us that true relationship with Jesus makes all the difference between 
rich reward and rejection and it faces us with that crucial point. 

Do we truly know Jesus or like the third servant, the odd one out are we rather serving some 
effigy of him? The harsh caricature of our own making; the picture of an angry capricious, 
weak or easily swayed King that bears little resemblance to the real Lord Jesus Christ. 

That surely is the reason that we come back to the Bible again and again to be reminded 
who the true God is, who Jesus, our King is, is why the Bible repeats again and again 

‘The Lord, the Lord gracious and compassionate; slow to anger and abounding in love’. 

Brothers and sisters, this is your Lord. It is why Jesus repeated three times to the disciples, 
‘The Son of Man must die and be handed over to the authorities and on the 3rd day rise 
again’ because in that Act is His ultimate demonstration of his love for us. 

Brothers and sisters, we need to know the true Living King who is our Lord Jesus Christ and 
place our faith in Him, choosing to live for Him. Not that we will do it perfectly, but that we set 
out to be obedient. 

Now of course there are those as well who choose to outright reject Jesus,  who live in open 
rebellion to him. 

Maybe not railing against him, often dealing respectfully and decently with Christians. You 
don't have to be angry and shouty to be in rebellion, but choosing each day through actions 
if not words to live lives of self rule rather than living under the King's rule. If that's you today, 
then this passage has a message for you too that you ignore at your peril. 

Verse 27. 

‘Those enemies of mine’, says the King, ‘who did not want me to be King over them, bring 
them here and kill them in front of me.’ 

Now remember, these are the words of the King in the parable and the words of the King on 
his return, and not during his absence. So you may say to me, well, nothing bad's happened 
to me. Why should I fear? 

But this parable reminds us that just because nothing has happened when the King is absent 
does not mean that all will be well when He returns. Then Jesus has told us that he will 



come again to judge the living and the dead. Not even death will protect us from His 
judgment. 

And so to a crowd standing around Him, some of whom are true servants of Jesus, others 
who think they are true servants of Jesus but haven't really entered into relationship with him 
and some of whom are rejecting Him; even as they stand there, Jesus reminds them “I will 
be coming back. Not yet but when I return, I will come with judgment. Reward for those who 
have turned to me and submitted their lives to me by faith and punishment for those who 
have chosen to reject me.” 

 

So which category do you fit into? What have you done with God’s gifts of time, energy, 
relationships, possessions, health? How? 

Well, He waits in heaven preparing to return. Will Jesus say to you, “Well done, my good 
servant?”or will He wonder why you sat on his gifts instead of investing them for Kingdom 
gain. 

This isn't about whether we're going to earn our own Salvation. It isn't about impressing God 
with our own efforts, rather, it's about whether we know Jesus well enough. 

To see that putting our lives in his hands, trusting Him for Salvation is something worth 
doing. That the reward we will get from Him far outstrips the reward of hanging on to my 
independence and self rule. 

As we come to know Jesus and how He longs to say, ‘well done’ to us, how He longs to 
lavish His loving kindness and mercy and grace and a place with him forever on to us, we'll 
have no fear in placing our lives in His hands, in submitting everything we have to Him 
without exception. 

In living each day for His glory as our Master our Lord our King.As we wait. As we long for 
that day when He comes again and we can enjoy him forever. 

Let's pray. 

Loving Lord God, we recognise that all of us at some point and in so many ways have been 
like the third servant. Lord, I know looking at my life that there have been times when I've 
chosen to live my own way and not your way. Lord, it is only by your grace that you open our 
eyes to see who you truly are. 

But we thank you that you do that, Lord. 

And we pray that you would help us to live as the 1st and 2nd servants, Lord, who 
recognised the rule of their King and chose to follow his commands. 

We pray that you would help us to share what we have learned with others. 

We pray that you would help us to  sound the alarm as it were, of this choice that is before 
us, and the implications that will face each one of us. 

We pray that you would bless us in our endeavours to follow you, and that you would cause 
our faith to grow each day. 

We pray all this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 


